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Other Arts & Review-----------------
Language of Love -the personal odyssey of a Deaf gay man 
presented by Alice B. Theatre, 
April 22- May 16, 1993 
written by Drew Emery 
with Lewis Merkin 
review by Niki King-Jocks 
Language of Love is a play that 
takes a cast of nine culturally diverse 
people- men and women, black and 
white, deaf and hearing, gay and 
straight- and blends them together to 
tell the story of Albert. 
AlbertisaDeaf,gay,Jewishman 
who, when the play begins, finds 
himself wanting more out of his life 
than what is typically and culturally 
expected from a Deaf man. At the 
same time ~ d<:>es not know exactly 
what it is that he does want and ends 
up struggling not only to discover 
what life is all about but to find his 
place in it. 
Albert asks his friends and family 
about the meaning of life and gets 
many different responses. Some of 
these responses include: 'Life is a 
game', 'Ufe is a puzzle', 'Sometimes 
its a dream and sometimes a 
nightmare', 1t'satest. You study, you 
pass or fail', and, finally, 'It's a lesson. 
It's school. You learn and learn and 
learn and then you die and then you 
are tested!" None of these answers 
mean anything to Albert but they only 
puzzle him more. Then he remembers 
some advice his Grandmother gave 
him at his Bar Mitzvah. 
Albert's grandmother, Ida Rose, 
is a stubborn, hearing woman who 
feels that there is no need for her to 
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learn sign language because she can 
"hear just fine."She also feels that no 
one, especially Albert, would be able 
to exist without her around to help. 
At Albert's Bar Mitzvah 
Grandma Rose gave Albert some 
advice that, now that he in his 30's, he 
starts to take to heart. She told him 
that the answer to life is to "find your 
place." When Albert did not 
understand what this meant she told 
him, "You can't find your place until 
you find your people." And, so, begins 
Albert's quest for the meaning to his 
life. 
In this play Albert tells the 
audience the story of his search for his 
'place' beginning with his attempt to 
find his 'people'. He takes us through 
the many diverse communities that 
make up his life. During the story 
Albert falls in love with a gay, black, 
hearing man and so tangles his mind's 
web of confusion even further. 
By the end of Act One Albert's 
experiences have made him even 
more curious than ever as to where, 
and to whom, he belonged. This is 
confirmed when he says to the 
audience, "So where are my people? 
Who are they? The Jews? The deaf? 
The "gay community"? ... What is the 
word "community" supposed to 
mean? Us? Them? But what about 
"me?" What about Al'Qert? Where is 
my place?". 
AetTwoofLanguageofLoveopens 
with Grandma Rose questioning 
Albert curiously about whether ornot 
he has discovered his place or his 
people. When his answers are all 
negative she graphically explains to 
Albert that he has to find his "other 
half' in order to be whole. This advice 
is somewhat reminiscent of his 
mother's earlier advice that he must 
"settle down and get married" in 
order to be considered successful in 
the deaf community. 
Albert thinks that he has finally 
found his 'other half' in Peter, his 
lover, but he soon realizes that this is 
not so when he begins to have a 
problem communicating with him. 
Albert feels that Peter is treating him 
like he is 'special' because of Peter's 
attempts to screen Albert's 
conversations by not interpreting 
everything that is being said. Peter 
also goes ahead and tells Albert's 
parents that he and Albert are lovers, 
despite the fact that neither Albert nor 
his parents were emotional ready to 
deal with the news. 
When Peter treats Albert like he 
needs help Albert sees that he and 
Peter are not 'one' after all. Albert 
suddenly realizes that he does not 
belong to any one particular 
community.NottheJews,nottheDeaf, 
and not the gays. In the end of the 
story,Albertrealizesthatalthoughall 
of these different communities may 
care for him, and maybe even love 
him, there is only one that he belongs 
to, and that is to himself. 
My personal feelings about this 
playareverydifficulttoputintowords. 
Although I have absolutely nothing 
in common physically with the main 
Language Partner Program - Spring 1993 
THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS! 
Patrick Longworth 
Robert Luke 
AleemMawji 
Scott McCook 
Gillian McNamara 
Reza Mehrabi 
AdelineNg 
VinhNgo 
Bernadette Oclarino 
Tim Oftebro 
TrishaPope 
Christine Renshaw 
Uane Rieveley 
Ben Robinson 
Phillip Shaughnessy 
Faye Smith 
Usa Snell 
Heather Stillwell 
PindySymal 
Adeline Tan 
Teresa Van Santen 
Wendy Watt 
Nimali Wijayanayake 
From the Community 
Ann Bamford 
Kim Barr 
Cecilia Burgart 
Pierre Castro 
Michael Corbet 
Theresa Cordova 
Diane Daignault 
Mavis Elliott 
Mrs. Jean Freeman 
Mr. Vaino Freeman 
Kathi Hagan 
Brian Harris 
Lynne Holt 
Doug Jackson 
DanielJans 
Kimi Kajiwara 
Rod Kenyon 
Ivy Knowlton 
Keith Lambert 
Hanz Lorenzen 
Bryan Low 
Terry Macisaac 
character, emotionally T found a lot of 
common ground between us. 
I felt the use of certain situations 
such as the conflict between Albert 
and his familyoverwhomhechoseto 
love hit very close to home with me. I 
have experienced many of the same 
feelings that Albert did when trying 
to please others before pleasing 
himself first. By the end of this play I 
was in tears, not because of any one 
particular thing, but because I think 
that I could relate to pain that Albert 
was portraying in his struggle to find 
a meaning to his existence. 
There was not much about this 
play that I didn't like. The use of the 
slides to emphasize what was being 
said was brilliant. Although the 
pictures were simple, they illustrated 
the intention of the words/signs 
beautifully. 
I also liked that so many 
'different' people were used in the 
cast. This really emphasized the point 
that I feel the authors may have been 
tryingtomake-thatwearealldifferent 
and that there is no 'normal'. 
I think withsomeoftheaudience 
members, including myself, there 
were uncomfortable situations within 
the play itself, the first one being Peter 
and Albert kissing. For some, again, 
including myself, who have never 
experienced much of the gay 
community before, this sight was a bit 
shocking. Another example is when 
Albert meets Peter's 'family' and they 
treat him like he is 'special'. I think 
that within the hearing community 
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we have all been guilty oft his crime at 
some time. In both of these instances 
I think that the uncomfortable feeling 
was a very good learning experience 
- a good kind of uncomfortable. I 
quickly came to realize that just 
because I am not the way another 
person is doesn't make that person 
'different', it just makes us not the 
same. 
I believe that I have learned a lot 
about the feelings that the Deaf must 
go through when dealing with people 
and situations outside of their own 
culture. Anyone within their own 
community has a sense of security, 
belonging and pride that only comes 
from being with others like 
themselves. Outside of each 
community, there is always prejudice 
and fear to deal with. Watching this 
play I actually think that I came close 
to understanding what it must feel 
like to be someone's "exotic medal of 
honor'' when you just want to be their 
friend. 
Language of Love is an emotional, 
dynamic production. It admirably 
portrays the personal story of a Deaf 
man in a heart rendering way that 
everyone, no matter who or what they 
are, can easily relate to. This particular 
story may beaboutaDeaf,gay,Jewish 
man but the story itself is universal. 
Regardless of whether one is black, 
white, man, woman, deaf or hearing 
every person on earth can relate to the 
struggles and heartaches that are 
involved with trying to find 
themselves. 
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So there I was, sitting at home 
watching a little television, when my 
girlfriend walked in, telling me that 
oneoftheOtherPress'sArtsandRevue 
Co-ordinators wanted me to listen to 
and review the new Douglas College 
Jazz Band's Recording, Hot Stuff. 
"Sure," I said: after all, how bad 
could it be? ''But why me? I mean, 
why doesn't he just review the disc 
himself?" 
"Well, I asked him that," she 
replied, "and he told me that it was 
because he has friends who play on 
this recording, and he doesn't want to 
risk losing them by printing up a 
review saying how bad it is. By having 
you do it, his friendship isn't in 
jeopardy." 
Douglas College Jazz Band 
Hot Stuff 
Douglas College 
reviewed by Sean P. Veley 
Well, I've listened to Hot 
Stuff, and in short, it's not that hot. 
Tepid, perhaps: in a few places, 
D.C.J.B. almost swings- almost. It's 
obvious from reading the liner notes 
thatoneofthereasonsforthisalbum's 
creation is promotional; somebody is 
hopingthatthisalbum will encourage 
potential students to enroll. Alii can 
say is, I hope that the Music 
Department isn't relying too heavily 
on this recording to boost enrollment. 
This recording actually consists 
of two bands from Douglas College: 
the Dues Band, which is featured on 
the pieces Minor Bird and Lisa's Theme, 
and the advanced level Night Band. 
This is the fifth recording from the 
D.C.J.B.; while I must admit that I 
have not listened to the earlier 
recordings, I would have hoped that 
they would have gotten it right by 
now. 
As you can probably tell from the 
title, Hot Stuff is a predominantly 
Latin album, with a couple of swing 
and ballad charts. Personally, I would 
like to have heard the group do a few 
more swing charts, because the Latin 
tunes left me cold. 
The first song, entitled 
Matchpoint, is an upbeat swing piece, 
just over three minutes long. From 
the beginning the group sounds a 
little unsure of itself, and the rhythm 
section sounds particularly weak 
(although this may be attributed to 
the recording itself: it kinda has that 
AM-tin can sound). After a little bit, 
however, the group finds its groove, 
opens up a little, and swings. 
Man-Tuna, a ballad, features 
Claudio Fantinato on Tenor 
Saxophone. I have to say that I found 
this performance particularly 
disappointing. Hismannerofplaying 
seems to combine the tone of John 
Coltrane with the "style" of Kenny G 
(Note: this is not a compliment. 
ComparingJohnColtranewithKenny 
G is kind of like Mike Tyson fighting 
Gary Coleman: both might walk into 
the ring, but there should be little 
doubt as to the outcome). One word 
you might want to keep in mind, 
Claudio: intonation. 
In short, if you're looking for 
recordings of good college jazz bands 
in Canada, my first recommendations 
would be to look for just about 
anything coming from Humber 
College, or St. Francis Xavier; and of 
course, one need only turn to any Rob 
McConnell/Boss Brass recording for 
good Canadian jazz. would strongly 
recommend to both bands that they 
do as much listening as they can: that' s 
the best way to learn jazz. Keep trying, 
kids: perhaps someday ... 
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Other News 
Guatemalan Gov•t Abuses 
Human Rights Again 
Government suspends constitution after sending troops and tanks 
against Guatemalan students 
by Steve Stewart (BC CASA) 
Guatemala Gty-Twostudentshave 
been killed, several wounded, and 
dozens detained during three weeks 
of protests in the streetsofGuatemala 
Gty. 
The disturbances began when 
high school students were attacked 
by thugs during a demonstration on 
May 1st and culnUnafed Tuesday, 
May25withassumptionofdictatorial 
powers by President Elias Serrano. 
According to student leaders, 
the thugs, civilians paid by 
governmentauthorities, beatstudents 
who were protesting peacefully 
against new government decrees 
requiring students to wear uniforms 
and carry special identity cards. 
The protest escalated as more 
high schools joined the 
demonstrations and on May 5, 40 
students were arrested and the 
Central Institute (a downtown high 
school)wassurroundedbymorethan 
100 anti-riot police. 
university and high school students 
joined the funeral procession for 
Abner Orellana, demanding an end 
totheattacksonstudents.Meanwhile 
President Elias Serrano declared that 
the leaders of the highschool students 
were members of the URNG 
(National Gua temalanRevolutionary 
Unity) guerrilla movement, and his 
government held them responsible 
for the death of the student. 
suspending the constitution and 
dissolving congress and the Supreme 
Court He announced that he would 
rule by decree for the next 60 days. 
Shortly after Serrano's 
announcement, troops surrounded 
the homes and offices of the President 
of the National Congress, the 
President of the Supreme Court, and 
the country's Human Rights 
Ombudsman. All were placed under 
house arrest. 
ByTuesdayaftemoon, tanks and 
soldiershadbeenpostedoutsidemost 
union and student offices. The three 
national newspapers have been shut 
down and all T.V. and radio 
broadcasts have been placed under 
military censorship. Troops occupied 
the electrical workers union offices 
and military pa trois enforced a strict 
curfew throughout the city. 
Acclaimed Nobel Peace prize 
winner and opposition leader 
Rigoberta Menchu is in the country 
to attend a conference on Human 
Rights in Central America. The 
conference has been suspended and 
What's your view? 
Sue Rodriquez brings the topic of euthanasia to 
the forefront. As citizens who may at one time be 
directly or indirectly influenced by this case, we 
have a chance to stand up and be heard. This 
forum will present views from both sides: 
Allister Brown - UBC Biomedical Ethics Dept. 
Cheryl Eckstein - Compassionate Healthcare 
Roy Slater - self-advocate against euthanasia 
Dr. ScoU Wallace - BC Medical Association 
Join us and be heard! 
Douglas College Room 2301 
June 9, 1993 10 am- 1 pm 
The following day the Silvia 
Jaurez, president of one of 
Guatemala's teachers unions 
announced that teachers had received 
threats from the authorities. Shortly 
afterward the government confirmed 
the accusation by ordering the arrest 
of2membersofthenational teachers' 
associations' executive council. 
According to the Minister of 
Education, the teachers had 
committed the crime of "instigating 
the students to violence". The 
teachers' asked for the protection of 
the nation's Human Rights 
Ombudsman who condemned the 
arrest warrants. 
By last week students in other 
parts of the country demonstrated 
their support for their colleagues in 
theCapitolbyoccupyingschoolsand 
education ministry facilities. Other 
citizens, angered by a 500% increase 
in electricity rates, began to join the 
protests. In an effort to quell the 
growing dissent, Serrano ordered 
tanks, troops and riot police dog 
squads to patrol the streets of the 
capitoLArrestsofstudentscontinued. 
On Friday, May 21, Guatemala Gty 
ground to a halt as workers walked 
off the job in a general strike. 
Thousands of students and workers 
marched through the streets to 
denounce the Serrano government. Menchu has taken refuge in the JJIIIIAillliiiiMiill 
On May 11 the students took 
their protest to Guatemala's 
Congress. The demonstration was 
attacked by the Congress' security 
forces. The troops used tear gas on 
the students and then fired dirt::(:tly 
into the crowd. Five students were 
wounded and dozens more were 
arrested. Two days later Abner 
Hernandez Orellana, an 18 year old 
high school student died of multiple 
bullet wounds. On the same day 
security forces occupied and shut 
down three downtown high schools. 
On May 14th, thousands of 
On Sunday, Mario Jose 
Colindres, a director of the 
EconomicsStudentAssociationatthe 
University of San Carlos was killed 
when he was shot in the head shortly 
after participating in a theatre 
presentation critical of the 
govemment.Colindreshad travelled 
with medical students to a small 
village in the province of Santa Rosa. 
After the medical students provided 
medicineand free medical treatment, 
Colindres and other members of the 
Economics Students' theatre troop 
entertained the villagers with skits 
presenting the student's perspective 
on the country's crisis. 
As the students left the village, 
llieir bus was stopped by two armed 
men ina blue and white pick up. The 
men fired into the bus hitting 
Colindresinthehead.Accordingtoa 
communique from the Association 
ofUniversityStudentsofGuatemala, 
the bulletthatkilled thestudentleader 
wasmilitaryissue.1beyaccusedeath 
squads linked to the armed forces of 
carrying out the murder. 
On Tuesday May 25, President 
Serrano shocked the nation by 
Argentinean embassy. Facing 
pressure from various foreign 
embassies, including the Canadian, 
Serrano has promised that she will 
not be harmed. 
International condemnation has 
been swift, the day after Serrano's 
"auto-coup" Canada's External 
Affairs Minister Barbara McDougall 
expressed Canada' sopposi tion to the 
coup. Meanwhile, the United States 
and Germany, twooftheGuatemalan 
government's strongest backers, 
announced the suspension of $132 
million dollars in aid programs to 
Guatemala. 
Canadian Students wishing to 
support students in Guatemala can write 
to President Serrano Elias requesting 
that imprisoned students be released and 
that his gavernment respect the human 
rights of students and others in 
Guatemala. 
Send FAXes to: 
Ingeniero Jorge Serrano Elias, 
President de Ia Republica 
0115022 537 472 
Far mare information contact the 
BCJCentral America Student Alliance 
a1 733-3367. 
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Staff This Ish 
Yup. The world always comes 
crashing down around your ears 
when it's summer, you're not 
drunk, and there's not enough 
copy. It seems that this time Niki 
King-Jocks had no time or toast to 
deal with the most but our leader, 
Angela Chiotakos the breeder was 
headingtoLollapaloozawithguru 
Tony Sousa. But Nate King ate a 
swing and then tried to sing but 
Tim Crumley then numbly said 
please man, don"t sing anything. 
Nadine Handley was wrong, her 
grand verbal sprong was naught 
to match the cream cheese of Elaine 
Leong. He didn"t like Cam Neely, 
said spritely Sean Veley, but sadly 
the Bruins were doing quite badly. 
Grumbles and groans leaked from 
poorToni Jones when the 
newspaper turned into elephant's 
bones. You might like to rhyme, if 
you have enough time, but don't 
o'erstay your welcome - you'll 
end up in lime. And if you look 
down on my hole in the ground, if 
you think I rhyme badly, I won't 
make a sound. 
~~ elephant presenl8 it';lamouB 
.D e70S 'l~CO IG T everyllues~ay 9pm 
* .. * * ... • .. • Original dance hits by original stars on vinyl & 
2-24 foot video screens featuring: 
ABBA, the Jacksons, Sister Sledge,KC & the Sunshine Band, 
Village People, Donna Summer, Blondie, Rod Stewart 
Diana Ross, James Brown, Boney M 
AND MUCH MUCH MORE! 
DEIVIOLISTEN DERBY 
"B~e~~~~:!ring:. 
NANCY WEISLER • DAMN THE DIVA 
TERROR OF TINY TOWN 
Saturday June 5th ·oooRs:s:JoPM 
~presents Master of the Keyboard 
RICK WAKEMAN 
. formerly of YES 
Thursday, June 10 • DOORS: 8:30 P.M. 
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Douglas College Royals tour Asia for Cultural 
Enrichment and Badminton Experiences 
There's more to this trip than just tournaments and sightseeing. The BCCAA 
Champions visit Tokyo, Taipei and Taiwan during the month of May. 
by Baine Leong 
During the month of May, Douglas College's Badminton 
Team booked some time off to take a two week tour in Asia. 
Though over half of the team is current! y trekking through the 
remainder of Asia, four of the players, coach Peter Chen and 
Athletics Director Betty Lou Hayes have come back to B.C. and 
are able to share some of their thoughts about their experience. 
- . The team consist of: Chris Trenholme, Cory Loken, Tosca 
Lueks, Evy Miki, Rachel Shiu,Michael Co, Oak Ban, andAleem 
Mawji. All Canadian Julia Chen was unable to join in this trip 
due to her international student status. 
Of the six people who came back, only Chris Trenholme 
and Rachel Shiu were available for comment before the Other 
Press deadline. 
''The purpose of 
the trip was to see a 
different culture in 
which badminton is a 
really popular sport," 
Trenholme said. 
It was also a 
chance to play 
tournaments against 
other countries, to go 
sightseeing 
(including a visit to 
Tokyo's Disneyland) 
andmostimportantly 
experience and learn 
about other cultures, 
from the food to the sport of badminton to the manufacturing 
companies. 
This trip was for the players to spend time together while 
touring another country. It was not an acquaintance trip as it 
was for the DC volleyball teams have taken during Fall- Winter 
Semester break. Shiu and Tranholme both agreed on that 
thought 
thought. ~rumtriPc; ;lre known for thP,ir exoer~ic;P .in 
"Asian countries are known for theu experttse m 
even weight loss. This was in Taipei. 
'1n Japan, the air was cooler and drier," Trenholme 
contributed, "but in Taipei and Taiwan, the heat was harder to 
bear. You sweat more, lose energy faster. You just wear down 
quicker." 
The Asian teams could not afford to make a trip to Canada. 
And thevisitorsthatdovisitCanadaarenotusuallyatthesame 
level/ calibre as Douglas College. 
"Some players from theA or BNational team ofTaipeidid 
come to Canada in the Fall of 1992 but it was only for a short 
time to play in the Canadian Open Tournament," Trenholme 
stated. 
Thanks to this trip to Asia, oppurtunity opened a door for 
the DC Royals to play matches against the National Palace 
Museum in Taipei, and the University /CollegeofTaipei.Also 
the Royals got the chance to practice with the B-National team. 
The competitions gave 
Trenholme time to just 
look over at the players of 
Taipei. 
''They [the players in 
Taipei] are faster, more 
consistent and they've 
played longer." 
Trenholme noted 
feelinggreattohaveplayed 
the badminton. 
One of the highlights 
of the trip involved visiting 
the Yonex Japan & Victor 
Taipei. ''Yonex & Victor'' 
are the biggest badminton 
goods manufactures in the 
world, which also supports and sponsers Douglas' badminton 
team. 
"Badminton goods are hand-crafted in Asia," Shiu said, 
''They're not machine made." 
Theplayershad walked through the company, witnessing 
the actual hand labour production of the rackets and birds they 
~~~ Th';y· ~';{~~:3 t;~ n;o-!'din-g ilie- racket to Winding ~e 
stringontherackettotheactualpaintingoftherackelAttaching 
players, all of them agreed thatthe people that they met and the 
friendships made were most invaluable. 
"Peter's friends are very giving," Shiu replied. "One day 
we spent some time hacking a bird around, then later on just as 
I was about to leave, they came up to me, gave me the bird [to 
keep] and drove away." 
The bird that they were hacking was a badminton bird 
speci~l.y ~~i~e~. to h~c~ ~round with your fee~ lP<e a hac'!Y-
sack. Shii.l' s definition of gromg can be defined as glVlng the~ 
ofattentiontootherpeople,gettingtoknowthemandspending 
badminton,"Shiustated.'1twas ••••••••••••~•••••~~!~••••~~----~~-=~~~~~~~~~~--~~~=~~~f1~~~ "It was a great experience throu~~ t~ match. . 
like, ~~v;~up had learned You're playing on the court and Its like wow, thiS 
quality time, having dinner 
or going out. 
"You get to meet some 
really nice people in 
badminton," Trenholme 
said. Trenholme had really 
enjoyed having dinner and 
about badminton in Asia by , .. R h I sh· 
simplyplayingagainsttheother is great. ac e IU 
students, watching how they 
play and talking to them. 
Shiu had no problem noticing the one m~n feature of 
Asia, thehumidityoftheweather. Theweathens part of the 
playing conditions for all athletes. It is not just a _matter ~f 
making sure the court is swept or that the eqwpment 1s 
durable and strong. Weather conditions li~~ humidity a:'d 
frost-biteareconsidered unacceptablecondttions for playmg 
sports in B.C. The Asian culture however has shown that 
they are adapted to such high temperatures. 
Trenholme of the team did say that the performance 
was affected by the playing conditions. 
''You have to drink lots of water and you do get 
dehydrated fast." 
''Yeah, all of the gyms were o~ the fifth or sixth fl<>?r ?f 
the building and we even played m a gym that was built m 
the side of a mountain." Shiu noted. "I'd be sweating before 
we even start the game. Meanwhile, the other players [from 
Asia] are wearing sweatpants and warming up." 
The altitude did affect the playing performance and 
the feathersbirds and shuttlecocks was also part of the tour. 
Trenholme noted that the testing of the equipment was by 
machines only but everything else was done by hand. 
After seeing all the hand work, the players felt they were 
better able to "appreciate" the equipment they use weekly. 
Though there were many highlights mentioned by the 
getting aquainted with the 
Museum team. ''We had 14-
15 different dishes. All the 
players had brought their friends, we went out, it was great." 
''The biggest thing I've leamedt Trenholme added, '1'~ 
much more appreciative for the hfestyle we hav~ h~e m 
Canada after touring Taiwan and Japan. And also, I d _like to 
thankDouglasCollegeAthleticsandPeterChenformakingthe 
trip possible." 
